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The Marin Promise Partnership, a network of schools, businesses andThe Marin Promise Partnership, a network of schools, businesses and
nonprofits, has received two grants totaling $300,000 to fund projectsnonprofits, has received two grants totaling $300,000 to fund projects
designed to close the equity gaps in education.designed to close the equity gaps in education.

The grants were awarded by StriveTogether, a national nonprofit aimed atThe grants were awarded by StriveTogether, a national nonprofit aimed at
helping children across the country succeed in school and in life. The Marinhelping children across the country succeed in school and in life. The Marin
Promise Partnership was one of 10 communities selected for thePromise Partnership was one of 10 communities selected for the
Accelerator Fund award, supporting early childhood services, and one of 11Accelerator Fund award, supporting early childhood services, and one of 11
selected for the Promising Practices Fund award, supporting college andselected for the Promising Practices Fund award, supporting college and
career readiness.career readiness.

“These grants are a huge endorsement of our efforts by a national network“These grants are a huge endorsement of our efforts by a national network
and a testament of all the organizations involved,” said Ann Mathieson,and a testament of all the organizations involved,” said Ann Mathieson,
executive director of the San Rafael-based partnership.executive director of the San Rafael-based partnership.

“Our goal is by 2028 we would close the opportunity gap between black and“Our goal is by 2028 we would close the opportunity gap between black and
brown and white in Marin,” she said. “It’s time to get started, and this grant isbrown and white in Marin,” she said. “It’s time to get started, and this grant is
going to help us accelerate that process and sustain our work overtime.”going to help us accelerate that process and sustain our work overtime.”
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The Marin Promise Partnership is a roughly 40-member coalition createdThe Marin Promise Partnership is a roughly 40-member coalition created
to advocate for more equal distribution of educational funding and ensuringto advocate for more equal distribution of educational funding and ensuring
all students have access to quality preschool, among other initiatives.all students have access to quality preschool, among other initiatives.

The group wants students entering kindergarten prepared, third-gradersThe group wants students entering kindergarten prepared, third-graders
reading proficiently and ninth-graders having mastered critical mathreading proficiently and ninth-graders having mastered critical math
concepts.concepts.

It is also pushing for high school graduates to be prepared for college andIt is also pushing for high school graduates to be prepared for college and
careers, and for them to enroll in college or post-secondary programs.careers, and for them to enroll in college or post-secondary programs.

The first effort to be supported by the grants is to improve kindergartenThe first effort to be supported by the grants is to improve kindergarten
readiness, closing gaps for students of color, low-income students andreadiness, closing gaps for students of color, low-income students and
English-language learners. The other is to pass new policies and supportEnglish-language learners. The other is to pass new policies and support
services ensuring equitable access to college and career opportunities.services ensuring equitable access to college and career opportunities.

“Any opportunity to provide additional resources for young children and their“Any opportunity to provide additional resources for young children and their
families will make a difference for the entire educational career of thefamilies will make a difference for the entire educational career of the
student,” said Mary Jane Burke, Marin County superintendent of schools.student,” said Mary Jane Burke, Marin County superintendent of schools.

Regarding the effort to improve kindergarten readiness, Burke said thatRegarding the effort to improve kindergarten readiness, Burke said that
early childhood development is key.early childhood development is key.

“The importance to access developmentally appropriate, high quality, play-“The importance to access developmentally appropriate, high quality, play-
based preschool is well-known,” she said. “Yet many children in ourbased preschool is well-known,” she said. “Yet many children in our
community do not have access to such programs.”community do not have access to such programs.”

In a released statement, Omar Carrera, the executive director of CanalIn a released statement, Omar Carrera, the executive director of Canal
Alliance, said, “Only by working together can we create sustainable,Alliance, said, “Only by working together can we create sustainable,
systemic change to ensure that skin color no longer predicts the outcome ofsystemic change to ensure that skin color no longer predicts the outcome of
a child’s educational future.”a child’s educational future.”

“That’s why the Canal Alliance, as a Marin Promise Partner, is committed to“That’s why the Canal Alliance, as a Marin Promise Partner, is committed to
identifying and dismantling the systemic racial inequities that keep our mostidentifying and dismantling the systemic racial inequities that keep our most
vulnerable children from achieving their full educational potential,” he said.vulnerable children from achieving their full educational potential,” he said.

More information is available at More information is available at marinpromise.orgmarinpromise.org..
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