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Marin education groups are targeting inequities in which they say white high schoolMarin education groups are targeting inequities in which they say white high school
students in the county have as much as twice the default course setup for four-students in the county have as much as twice the default course setup for four-
year-college readiness as students of color or those from low-income families.year-college readiness as students of color or those from low-income families.

“Many high school students and families assume that if they graduate, they must“Many high school students and families assume that if they graduate, they must
be eligible for college — but that is not always the case,” said Omar Carrera,be eligible for college — but that is not always the case,” said Omar Carrera,
executive director of San Rafael-based Canal Alliance, in an email. “In Marin, highexecutive director of San Rafael-based Canal Alliance, in an email. “In Marin, high
school graduation requirements are not aligned with the entrance requirements forschool graduation requirements are not aligned with the entrance requirements for
public higher education.”public higher education.”

The issue is charged because it touches on racial disparities, academicThe issue is charged because it touches on racial disparities, academic
achievement, school funding and the emotional, if not illegal, obsession withachievement, school funding and the emotional, if not illegal, obsession with
college acceptance as stripped bare in this week’s college acceptance as stripped bare in this week’s national college entrancenational college entrance
bribery scandalbribery scandal involving ultra-wealthy families — including several in Marin — and involving ultra-wealthy families — including several in Marin — and
elite schools.elite schools.

The issue involves the so-called “A to G requirements,” or courses necessary toThe issue involves the so-called “A to G requirements,” or courses necessary to
apply to the state’s four-year public colleges in the University of California andapply to the state’s four-year public colleges in the University of California and
California State University systems.California State University systems.
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Amie Carter, assistant superintendent at NUSD.

“The real problem is that A to G is not the default curriculum for students of color,”“The real problem is that A to G is not the default curriculum for students of color,”
said Juliet Schiller, of Marin Promise Partnership, a Marin nonprofit working on thesaid Juliet Schiller, of Marin Promise Partnership, a Marin nonprofit working on the
issue with four school districts: Novato Unified, San Rafael City Schools,issue with four school districts: Novato Unified, San Rafael City Schools,
Tamalpais Union and Shoreline Unified.Tamalpais Union and Shoreline Unified.

“You can graduate high school in Marin without being eligible for a public four-year“You can graduate high school in Marin without being eligible for a public four-year
college such as UC or CSU,” she said. “If Latino families don’t know that, their kidscollege such as UC or CSU,” she said. “If Latino families don’t know that, their kids
are graduating and they find out their senior year that they’re not eligible.”are graduating and they find out their senior year that they’re not eligible.”

Educators at Novato Unified School District, however, said that is changing rapidly.Educators at Novato Unified School District, however, said that is changing rapidly.

“We want all of our students to have options by the time they graduate from high“We want all of our students to have options by the time they graduate from high
school,” said Laura Triantafyllos, a counselor at San Marin High School in Novato.school,” said Laura Triantafyllos, a counselor at San Marin High School in Novato.
“All of our ninth-graders start on the A through G track.”“All of our ninth-graders start on the A through G track.”

Triantafyllos said she meets with all incoming ninth-grade students while they areTriantafyllos said she meets with all incoming ninth-grade students while they are
still in eighth grade to begin the process of aligning them with A to G.still in eighth grade to begin the process of aligning them with A to G.

A to G includes a rigorous list of courses such as, for example, under just “A,”  asA to G includes a rigorous list of courses such as, for example, under just “A,”  as
listed on the UC website: “Two years of college-preparatory history or sociallisted on the UC website: “Two years of college-preparatory history or social
science, including: one year of world history, cultures or historical geography, andscience, including: one year of world history, cultures or historical geography, and
one year of U.S. history; or one-half year of U.S. history and one-half year of civicsone year of U.S. history; or one-half year of U.S. history and one-half year of civics
or American government.” Students must earn a grade of C- or better for theor American government.” Students must earn a grade of C- or better for the
course to be counted as part of fulfilling A to G.course to be counted as part of fulfilling A to G.

Amie Carter, an assistant superintendent at NUSD, said the district has made “bigAmie Carter, an assistant superintendent at NUSD, said the district has made “big
strides” toward the goal of 100 percent A to G-eligible graduates.strides” toward the goal of 100 percent A to G-eligible graduates.

“Every course that a student takes has already been pre-qualified for the UC-CSU“Every course that a student takes has already been pre-qualified for the UC-CSU
system,” Carter said. “So every course we offer is A through G.”system,” Carter said. “So every course we offer is A through G.”

“The other thing we’ve been able to accomplish is, last year we added a science“The other thing we’ve been able to accomplish is, last year we added a science
class for the incoming freshman class,” Carter said. “What remains left for the nextclass for the incoming freshman class,” Carter said. “What remains left for the next
few years of work is adding on one more math class, and changing our artsfew years of work is adding on one more math class, and changing our arts
elective to be a required foreign language. Right now it’s not required.”elective to be a required foreign language. Right now it’s not required.”
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Linda Godinez of San Marin High School in Novato.

At NUSD, all high school students are also required to take a college and careerAt NUSD, all high school students are also required to take a college and career
readiness class, which is part of A to G.readiness class, which is part of A to G.

In addition, some San Marin High School students, such as Linda Godinez, andIn addition, some San Marin High School students, such as Linda Godinez, and
Maidely Cuervo, both 18-year-old seniors, were assigned in ninth grade to an AVIDMaidely Cuervo, both 18-year-old seniors, were assigned in ninth grade to an AVID
teacher. AVID, an acronym for Advancement Via Individual Determination, aims toteacher. AVID, an acronym for Advancement Via Individual Determination, aims to
“close the achievement gap by preparing all students for college readiness and“close the achievement gap by preparing all students for college readiness and
success in a global society,” according to the district website.success in a global society,” according to the district website.

The seniors’ AVID teacher, Nick Williams, stayed with them for all four years,The seniors’ AVID teacher, Nick Williams, stayed with them for all four years,
conducting twice-weekly AVID classes that offer academic and personal support.conducting twice-weekly AVID classes that offer academic and personal support.
The seniors are both Latino and will be the first in their families to attend college.The seniors are both Latino and will be the first in their families to attend college.

Both students are part of the school’s biotech academy and the STEM program inBoth students are part of the school’s biotech academy and the STEM program in
science, technology, engineering and math.science, technology, engineering and math.

“AVID has been super-helpful,” said Godinez. “Without AVID, it would have been“AVID has been super-helpful,” said Godinez. “Without AVID, it would have been
really hard to get to the point I’m at right now.”really hard to get to the point I’m at right now.”
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Cuervo said Williams, as the AVID teacher, has “set the bar high” and pushed herCuervo said Williams, as the AVID teacher, has “set the bar high” and pushed her
to accomplish more than she thought possible.to accomplish more than she thought possible.

At Tamalpais Union High School District, Superintendent Tara Taupier said theAt Tamalpais Union High School District, Superintendent Tara Taupier said the
district is working on its own path to A to G compliance.district is working on its own path to A to G compliance.

“We are not officially working with Marin Promise on the A to G initiative this year,“We are not officially working with Marin Promise on the A to G initiative this year,
although we do work with Marin Promise and attend meetings,” Taupier said in analthough we do work with Marin Promise and attend meetings,” Taupier said in an
email. “Our district’s graduation requirements are very close to the UC A to Gemail. “Our district’s graduation requirements are very close to the UC A to G
requirements, but we do not require two years of world language, nor do werequirements, but we do not require two years of world language, nor do we
require students to complete the equivalent of algebra 2 to graduate. Further,require students to complete the equivalent of algebra 2 to graduate. Further,
students can pass a class with a letter grade of ‘D,’ which UC does not allow perstudents can pass a class with a letter grade of ‘D,’ which UC does not allow per
their entrance requirements.”their entrance requirements.”

Taupier added that the district would “be reviewing our graduation requirementsTaupier added that the district would “be reviewing our graduation requirements
next year in alignment with our LCAP renewal process.” LCAP stands for localnext year in alignment with our LCAP renewal process.” LCAP stands for local
control accountability plan.control accountability plan.

At San Rafael City Schools, Superintendent Michael Watenpaugh said the districtAt San Rafael City Schools, Superintendent Michael Watenpaugh said the district
is working to complete an equity audit.is working to complete an equity audit.

“SRCS is partnering with the Education Trust-West to conduct a comprehensive“SRCS is partnering with the Education Trust-West to conduct a comprehensive
equity audit to determine what courses may be impacting students from being A-Gequity audit to determine what courses may be impacting students from being A-G
eligible,” Watenpaugh said in an email.eligible,” Watenpaugh said in an email.

“The audit is happening now, and it involves interviews, school visits, transcript“The audit is happening now, and it involves interviews, school visits, transcript
reviews and community events,” he said. “Education Trust-West will provide areviews and community events,” he said. “Education Trust-West will provide a
report that will assist the district in developing an action plan to ensure all studentsreport that will assist the district in developing an action plan to ensure all students
are college and career ready.”are college and career ready.”

Despite the progress in Marin districts, however, still only 27 percent of MarinDespite the progress in Marin districts, however, still only 27 percent of Marin
Latino students are graduating high school with the A to G requirements fulfilled —Latino students are graduating high school with the A to G requirements fulfilled —
meaning the schools are “failing the other 73 percent,” Schiller said.meaning the schools are “failing the other 73 percent,” Schiller said.

“About two times the number of white students (in Marin) are graduating with A to“About two times the number of white students (in Marin) are graduating with A to
G than students of color,” she said. “They’re already in the right classes by default,G than students of color,” she said. “They’re already in the right classes by default,
it’s just expected.”it’s just expected.”
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In 2016-17, the most recent data available, the four districts working with MarinIn 2016-17, the most recent data available, the four districts working with Marin
Promise Partnership had the following “gap” in college readiness between whitePromise Partnership had the following “gap” in college readiness between white
students and students of color, according to Schiller:students and students of color, according to Schiller:

NUSD:NUSD: 59 percent (195 out of 328) of white students graduated with A to G, 59 percent (195 out of 328) of white students graduated with A to G,
compared to 30 percent of students of color (74 of 250).compared to 30 percent of students of color (74 of 250).

SRCSSRCS: 61 percent (120 out of 197) of white students graduated with A to G,: 61 percent (120 out of 197) of white students graduated with A to G,
compared to 31 percent of students of color (119 of 379).compared to 31 percent of students of color (119 of 379).

SHORELINE:SHORELINE: 57 percent (eight of 14) of white students graduated with A to G, 57 percent (eight of 14) of white students graduated with A to G,
compared to 42 percent of students of color (11 of 26).compared to 42 percent of students of color (11 of 26).

TAMTAM: 65 percent (519 of 801) of white students graduated with A to G, compared: 65 percent (519 of 801) of white students graduated with A to G, compared
to 47 percent students of color (110 to 235) .to 47 percent students of color (110 to 235) .

Nonetheless, with help from a $150,000 grant and a partnership with theNonetheless, with help from a $150,000 grant and a partnership with the
Education Trust-West, Schiller’s organization has set up a five-year-plan to bringEducation Trust-West, Schiller’s organization has set up a five-year-plan to bring
100 percent of its participating districts’  students to A to G compliance. If students100 percent of its participating districts’  students to A to G compliance. If students
choose to “opt out” of A to G, some alternative — such as career technicalchoose to “opt out” of A to G, some alternative — such as career technical
education — must be offered, such as those at College of Marin or another trainingeducation — must be offered, such as those at College of Marin or another training
option.option.

“It’s a balancing act,” said educator Bill Honig of Strawberry, former state“It’s a balancing act,” said educator Bill Honig of Strawberry, former state
superintendent of public instruction from 1983 to 1993. “Districts are trying tosuperintendent of public instruction from 1983 to 1993. “Districts are trying to
maximize the number of kids that are going to a four-year college, but they don’tmaximize the number of kids that are going to a four-year college, but they don’t
want to forget about everyone else.”want to forget about everyone else.”

Honig, who served on the California Instructional Quality Commission for six yearsHonig, who served on the California Instructional Quality Commission for six years
until 2018, said other Bay Area school districts, such as those in Santa Clarauntil 2018, said other Bay Area school districts, such as those in Santa Clara
County, have already achieved 100 percent A to G.County, have already achieved 100 percent A to G.

“For students who ‘opt out’ of A to G, the districts have to offer a legitimate“For students who ‘opt out’ of A to G, the districts have to offer a legitimate
alternative, such as career technical education,” Honig said. “The secret is that inalternative, such as career technical education,” Honig said. “The secret is that in
ninth or 10th grade, you have to ask them, ‘Where do you want to go?’ and sayninth or 10th grade, you have to ask them, ‘Where do you want to go?’ and say
‘Here’s how you get there.’ You have to be very clear and communicate what’s at‘Here’s how you get there.’ You have to be very clear and communicate what’s at
stake.”stake.”

Meanwhile, by the middle of June, Marin Promise Partnership intends to finish anMeanwhile, by the middle of June, Marin Promise Partnership intends to finish an
“equity audit” of the four districts to gain baseline data, Schiller said. Also they will“equity audit” of the four districts to gain baseline data, Schiller said. Also they will
encourage passage of a trustees’ resolution to allot money in the district budgetsencourage passage of a trustees’ resolution to allot money in the district budgets
under LCAP for the project.under LCAP for the project.



In 2019-20, the districts will set up a “blueprint” for policy changes to be made. AtIn 2019-20, the districts will set up a “blueprint” for policy changes to be made. At
the end of that school year, according to the plan, the districts will adopt athe end of that school year, according to the plan, the districts will adopt a
resolution that by 2025, all high school graduates would meet A to G and have theresolution that by 2025, all high school graduates would meet A to G and have the
support to achieve a C- or better grade on each course.support to achieve a C- or better grade on each course.

“This is all about equity and dignity,” Schiller said. “Not everyone believes that“This is all about equity and dignity,” Schiller said. “Not everyone believes that
students of color want to go to college. But if we put all kids in the default (for A tostudents of color want to go to college. But if we put all kids in the default (for A to
G) and offer support, we believe most students could achieve success.”G) and offer support, we believe most students could achieve success.”
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